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One of the most difficult aspects of a relationship breakdown is implementing 
arrangements for the children's well-being and their future. 

 
Agreements in relation to children may address any aspects of the care, welfare, development or 
parental responsibilities for a child such as: 
 

 Where and with whom the child/children will live and spend time; 

 Arrangements for birthdays, holidays, or any other special occasions and events; 

 Where the child is to attend school; 

 The nature of any religious education; and 

 How the parties will go about resolving a dispute or altering the Parenting Plan. 

 
The advantages of reaching an agreement are: 
 

 You make your own decisions; 

 You greatly reduce the financial and emotional costs of legal proceedings; 

 You are able to move forward and make a new life for yourself; 

 Your continuing relationship as parents is likely to work better; and 

 You may improve communication with your former partner and be better able to resolve disputes 
in the future. 

 
At the end of the day you, as parents, are best placed to know your children, their routine and what 
arrangements are most likely to work for your family.  In addition to the Easy Separation Process there 
are also some very useful courses and programs available for separated parents to assist in the transition 
and redefining your relationship to that of effective co-parents. 
 
In determining parenting matters in the legal context, there is a presumption that it is in the child/ren's 
best interests for their parents to have equal shared parenting responsibility. This is not a presumption 
of equal time, although that too may be appropriate. 
 
In determining what arrangements are in the best interests of a child, the primary considerations are the 
benefit of the child having a meaningful relationship with both of their parents and the need to protect 
the child from harm, together with the following additional considerations (set out in Section 60CC of 
the Family Law Act 1975): 
 

 Any views expressed by the child and the child's age and maturity; 

 The willingness and ability of each of the child's parents to facilitate and encourage a close and 
continuing relationship between the child and the other parent; 

 The nature of the relationship of the child with each of the their parents and with other persons; 

 The likely effect of any changes to the child’s circumstances, including the likely effect on the 
child of any separation from parents or any other child or person; 
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 The practical difficulty and expense of a child having contact with a parent and whether that 
difficulty or expense will substantially affect the child’s right to have a relationship and direct 
contact with both parents regularly; 

 The capacity of each parent or any other person to provide for the needs of the child, including 
emotional and intellectual needs; 

 The child’s maturity, sex and background (including any need to maintain a connection with a 
lifestyle, culture and tradition of aboriginal peoples or Torres Strait Islanders) and any other 
characteristics of the child that the Court deems appropriate; 

 The need to protect the child from physical or psychological harm caused or that may be caused by 
being directly and/or indirectly exposed to abuse, ill-treatment, violence or other behaviour; 

 The attitude towards the child and to the responsibilities of parenthood demonstrated by each of 
the child’s parents; 

 Any family violence involving the child or a member of the child’s family; 

 Any Family Violence Order that applies to the child or a member of the child’s family. 

 Whether it would be preferable to make an Order that would be least likely to lead to further 
proceedings in relation to the child; 

 Any other fact or circumstance that the Court deems appropriate. 
 
While ending a relationship is never going to be painless, our goal is to help you sort out parenting 
arrangements in a respectful way which allows you both to move forward with dignity and optimism.   
 
Unlike traditional negotiations which largely occur through correspondence, the Easy Separation process 
involves face-to-face meetings. There are many advantages to this including time and cost savings but 
importantly, you are both present for all negotiations and drive the process and learn important 
communication techniques to help you moving forward. 
 

 


